ITALIAN 204
Spring 2008

Course Information Sheet and Syllabus

Required Texts: 1. : 1. Lazzarino, Aski, Dini, Peccianti. Prego!: An Invitation to Italian. Sixt Edition.
New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004.
2. Lazzarino, D., Dini A. Workbook to accompany Prego!: An Invitation to Italian.
Sixt Edition. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004

Course Description: Italian 204 is the fourth in a series of Italian Courses (Italian 101, 102, 203, 204) and
is designed for students that have successfully completed Italian 101 and 102 and
203. The course will help you to acquire the ability to use what you have learned by
focusing on seven essential communicative functions in Italian (describing,
comparing, reacting and recommending, narrating in the past, talking about likes and
dislikes, hypothesizing, and talking about the future), and to help to achieve greater
cohesion in speaking and writing abilities. Further this course will give you an
opportunity to apply these skills as you learn more about Italian culture through
authentic sources.

The course enables students to communicate effectively in Italian, understand
Alternative views and cultures an understand an interdependent world. The class
Will be conducted entirely in Italian, and you will be expected to pertecipate actively
Using the language skills you are learning.

Course Objectives: Successful completion of this course will enable you to:

e Speak Italian well enough to describe, narrate, react and recommend, compare, talk about the future,
and hypothesize about most familiar topics and about the resources discussed in this course.

o Comprehend spoken Italian well enough to be able to grasp the main idea and some supporting details
in short conversations--both spontaneous and taped—that relate to daily life and represent authentic
situations.

e Read and understand the main idea and some details from both edited and non-edited material
(including short narratives, simple poems, advertisements and recipes), if highly contextualized.

e  Write sentences, paragraphs, and short compositions on familiar topics; take messages, and write notes
and letters that relate to personal interests and practical needs.

e Recognize that basic cultural differences do exist and that learning a language enables a person to
better understand and interact with the people who use the language natively; show an emerging
awareness of the pitfalls of stereotyping and of complexities of cultural issues.

Course Grade: Your final grade in Italian 204 will be determined based on the following components.

Course Requirements and Evaluation Grade equivalents*
Class preparation and participation ~ 15% 90-100 A

Homework 10% 80-89 B

4 Chapter Exams 20% 70-79 C
Quizzes 10% 60-69 D

2 Compositions 10% 59 and below F

Oral Interview and oral exams 15%

Final Exam 20%



*Explanation of grades:

A=Excellent (given only to students of superior ability and attainment)

B=Good (given only to students who are well above average, but not in the highest group)
C=Fair (average for undergraduate students)

D=Poor but passing

F=Failure

I=Incomplete

W=withdrawal from a course before the date specified in the University Calendar

(Additional components of the WVU grading system can be found in the Undergraduate Bulletin)

Please note: The grade of Incomplete is given only in those instances where an examination has been missed or another major course
requirement has not been met as a result of an excused absence. The grade is NOT to be assigned in lieu of an F or when the
performance throughout the semester has been generally unsatisfactory.

Class preparation and participation (15%0): your instructor will evaluate your involvement in classroom
discussions and activities. Being prepared for and participating in class activities is one of the most
important means of attaining the goals of the course. Therefore, this component takes into account a
number of variables including but not limited to: 1) your actual presence in the classroom, 2) your use of
Italian, 3) your willingness and ability to participate, 4) your cooperation in group and pair work, 5) your
respect and attitude towards the class and your peers. If you are not in class, you can not participate: thus,
absences will be reflected in a lowering of your participation score. You are expected to come to class on
time. Repetitive tardiness will penalize your participation grade and you will not be allowed to make up for
any work or activities that you missed during your absence. Find attached the criteria used by your
instructor to determine your participation grade. Participation grades will be given every week starting
at the end of the second week.

Homework (10%0): All the exercises assigned by the instructor must be completed and will be collected in

class. All assignments will receive a grade. All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for

which they are assigned. Homework assignments will NOT be accepted late. If you must miss class, be

sure that you submit any assignment s befoeclagsendr i nstr uct
that you contact your instructor or a classmate to find out what the assignment is for next session. Late

work will not be accepted for a grade.

Chapter Exams (20%): There will be 4 Chapter Exams in the course (chapter 15 to 18). Each Exam will

cover information included one chapter. However, keerg
consequently, what you have learned in previous chapters will inevitably affect your performance. No

make-up without documented excuse. If you are absent for a regularly scheduled exam because of

authorized university activities, or serious illness, documented in writing, you will have the opportunity to

make up the exam during office hours of the next scheduled class meeting. You are also responsible to

contact your instructor promptly. No other make-up will be given for any reason. If you come to class late

on the day of an exam, and miss the listening portion, you will have to take a zero on that section of the

exam.

Quizzes (10%): Periodically, we will have quizzes as an extra opportunity for you to practice for the
Chapter Exam. Some quizzes will be announced and others will not. There will be no make-up for
missing quizzes. If you miss a quiz, you will receive a grade of zero.

Compositions (10%): There will be one compositions and a movie review to write throughout the
semester. For these compositions you will write two drafts. Each draft is due on the day specified on the
calendar. Your grade will be determined by the second draft. Work is to be an individual effort.
Compositions that have obviously been written in collaboration with tutor or native-speakers or with the
help of any kind of electronic translator, will receive a F. Composition must be double-spaced and typed.
The grading criteria used to evaluate these essays are attached.

Oral Interview (15%0): Interview in form of a short conversation will be held at the end of the semester
(see calendar for exact dates) in a one-to-one setting with your course instructor. The interview will be held
during regularly scheduled class hours and will last approximately 5-10 minutes. You will be required to
prove not only your listening comprehension, but also the active competence (vocabulary, fluency and



proper use of language) you have acquired during the semester. Prior to the oral interview you will sign up
for an appointment time. If you will be enable to keep your appointment, you must notify your instructor in
advance of the need to reschedule. If you do not show up for an interview without prior notification,
you will not have another opportunity to make it up and will receive a grade of zero.

Final Exam (20%b6): The Final Exam is cumulative and will cover the chapter 15-18 from Prego! It will
consist of two parts. The first part—the Final Listening Exam—uwill be given in class on the last day of
instruction (Aprile 29). There will be NO make-ups given for this portion of the exam. The second part—
the Final Written Exam—uwill be administered on May 4, during Final Exam Week.

Attendance Policy: Regular class attendance is required for successful completion of the course. If you are
absent one day during the week, 4 points will be subtracted from your participation grade of that week; 7
points will be deducted if you are absent twice. If an absence penalty results in a negative score, a rating of
zero will be recorded. Likewise, if you are absent all three days during the week, your participation will
also receive a grading of zero. Work is accepted only on or before the due dates specified in the syllabus. If
you are absent from class, you are responsible for making arrangements to have your work handed in on the
due date, and for informing yourself of the information covered in class during the period of your absence.
No other make up work will be assigned or accepted. No extra credit work is permitted. If a regularly
scheduled exam is missed due to an authorized university activity, you will be given an opportunity to
make up the exam, provided that an official written excuse from a coach or other university official is
presented to the instructor within 10 days of absence.

In case of chronic illness or personal emergencies requiring prolonged or frequent absences, the student
should withdraw from this course and repeat it when the circumstances allow fulfillment of course
requirements.

Mutual expectations: WVU is committed to social justice and academic honesty. It is the intent of the
instructor of this class to establish and maintain a nurturing learning environment based upon open
communication, mutual respect, and non-discrimination. Our University does not discriminate on the basis
of sex, race, age, veteran status, disability, sexual orientation, color, national origin or religion. Any
suggestion as to how to further such an environment will be appreciated and given serious consideration.
The class wil!/ be conducted in accordance wi
WVU Student Handbook (The Mountie).

Patti chiari e amicizia lunga!
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Grading Criteria for Class Participation

Description Rating

During the past week this student

was well prepared for class. 10
participated actively in Italian, including volunteering to answer questions and share ideas.

showed a positive attitude toward learning.

made a clear effort to achieve the objectives of each lesson.

used practice time wisely; was always on task.

was well prepared for class. 7-9
participated in Italian, although sometimes passively.

showed a positive attitude toward learning.

made an effort to achieve lesson objectives, although there is room for improvement.

stayed on task and used practice time wisely.

was somewhat prepared for class. 4-6
showed more passive than active participation in class

had a less-than-positive attitude toward learning

made a minimal effort toward achieving lesson objectives; there is significant

room for improvement.

tended to stray from the task at hand; could make better use of practice time.

was not well prepared for class. 1-3
was a passive or non-participant in class activities.

showed a negative attitude toward learning.

made little to no effort toward achieving lesson objectives; immediate improvement

is necessary.

was easily distracted from task; often wasted practice time.

was absent all week

or

behaved in a disrespectful, distracting, or otherwise unacceptable manner (sleeping
in class, reading the newspaper, leaving the room frequently or for lengthy periods
of time, talking on the cellular phone etc.).

made it difficult for others in the class to learn.

Penalty for absences: because you can only participate when you are in class, the above rating can only
reflect your performance on the day when you are in attendance. From this score, 4 points will be
subtracted if you have been absent one day during the week; 7 points will be deducted if you are absent
twice. If you are absent all week, your participation will receive a rating of zero. Likewise, if an absence
penalty results in a negative score, a rating of zero will be recorded.




Grading Criteria for Essays

Content Point
e minimal information; information lacks substance (superficial); inappropriate or

Irrelevant information; or not enough information to evaluate 15-18
o limited information; ideas present but not developed; lack of supporting details

or evidence. 19-22

adequate information; some development of ideas; some ideas lack supporting detail. ~ 23-26

substantial information; good development of ideas with supporting details or evidence. 27-30

Organization
e series of separate sentences with no transitions; disconnected ideas, no apparent order

to the content; or not enough to evaluate. 12-15
o limited order to the content; lacks logical sequencing of ideas; ineffective ordering;

very choppy, disjointed. 16-19
e an apparent order to the content is intended; somewhat choppy, loosely organized

but main points stand out although sequencing of ideas is not complete 20-22
¢ logical and effective order to the content is intended; main points and details are

connected; fluent 23-25
Vocabulary
e inadequate, repetitive; literal translation; abundance of invented words or words in

English; or not enough to evaluate. 12-15
e erroneous word use or choice leads to confused or obscured meaning; some literal

translations and invented words; limited use of words studied. 16-19
e some erroneous word usage or choice, but meaning is not confused or obscured,

some use of words studied. 20-22
e precise and effective word use/choice; broad; impressive, extensive use of words

studied. 23-25
Language

e abundance of errors in use and form of the grammar presented in lesson; non-Italian
sentence structure; erroneous use of language makes the work mostly incomprehensible;

no evidence of having edited the work for language; or not enough to evaluate. 9-11
o frequent errors in use and form of the grammar presented in lesson; erroneous use

of language often impedes comprehensibility; work was poorly edited for language. 12-14
o generally accurate language; erroneous use of language does not impede

comprehensibility; some editing for language evident but not complete. 15-17
o very few errors in the grammar presented in lesson; work was well edited for

language. 18-20

Total: /100

Please note: Each draft of your essay will be evaluated according to the above criteria. Failure to address
comments and suggestions provided on the preceding draft will result in a significant lowering of your
rating in the appropriate category or categories, meaning that the same essay could receive a lower grade on
the second draft that on the first if the second draft does not show adequate improvement according to the
instructor’'s feedback.



Oral Interview Grading Criteria

Comprehensibility/ Communication of message

1. Completely comprehensible. 15
2. Mostly comprehensible but with some errors, sometimes slow and simple. 13
3. Frequent errors in use of language sometimes impede comprehensibility. 11
4. Mostly incomprehensible. 8
Content

1. Well developed ideas, clear, to the point. 15
2. Ideas mostly well developed, fairly clear and relevant. 13
3. ldeas present but not well developed. 11
4. Minimal and/or irrelevant information. 8
Vocabulary

1. Broad in range, precise. 10
2. Generally adequate for situation. 8
3. Mostly inaccurate or inadequate. 5
Pronunciation

1. Generally good, accurate stress 10
2. Rather good but with some striking non-Italian sounds. 8
3. Generally poor, use of non-Italian vowels and consonants, incorrect stress 5

Total:

/50




ITALIANO 2047 Calendario delle lezioni i Autunno 2007

Data

Materiale coperto in classe

Compiti per la lezione
successiva

Lunedi 14 gennaio

Distribuzione del syllabus e
ripasso orale

Studiare il vocabolario
preliminare : Abitazioni (p.277-
278).

Ri passare
268 e p.287-288)

I+ my

Cap.12: Cercasi casa

Mercoledi 16 Vocabolario: Abitazioni (p.277- Manuale p. 172 #B, C; p.178-
278) 179#B
Esercizi di ripasso Leggere Vocabolario : Posizioni
sul I " i mper a68ie v o | nellospazio e parole-extra
p.287-288) (p.278)
Venerdi 18 Vocabolario : Posizioni nello Manuale p. 171 #A; p.164 #A
spazio e parole-extra (p.278) Studiare Vocabolario : Posizioni
Ancor a mtwwd | " i my nellospazio e parole-extra
Ascolto (p.279) (p.278)
Leggere aggettivi indefiniti
(p.279-280)
Lunedi 21 Vacanza i Martin Luther King
Mercoledi 23 Aggettivi indefiniti (p.279-280) Manuale p. 174 #B, p.174-175 #C
Pratica orale Studiare Aggettivi indefiniti
Lettura : Regali di nozze (p.284) (p.279-280)
Leggere Pronomi indefiniti (281-
282)
Venerdi 25 Pronomi indefiniti (281-282) Manuale p.175 -176 #B
Pratica orale Studiare Pronomi indefiniti (281-
Lettura: In Puglia (p.290) 282)
Leggere Negativi (p.284-285)
Rileggere p.290 e fare sul testo
p.291 (capire)
Lunedi 28 Negativi (p.284-285) Manuale p.176 #A, p.p.177 #C
Pratica orale Studiare Negativi (p.284-285)
Mercoledi 30 Video: Cercasi monolocale Annuncio del titolo del primo

(p.292)
Ri passo per |’

€

tema:Ha i l a possi
costruire la tua casa dei tuoi

sogni: dove la costruisci?

Com' e’ ?

Descrivila nei particolari e
giustifica le tue scelte (prima
versione da consegnare il 13
febbraio)

Studiare per |’

Venerdi 1 febbraio

ESAME CAP.12

Leggere Vocabolario preliminare:
L’ ambiente (p. 1
del | " ambient e,
riciclabili (p.298)




Cap.13: E6 finita
Lunedi 4 Correzione del | Studiare Vocabolario preliminare:
Vocabolario preliminare:; L’ ambiente (p. 1
L"ambiente (p.J3dell’” ambiente,
del | " ambi ent e, |riciclabili (p.298)
riciclabili (p.298) Leggere vocabolario preliminare:
Pratica orale il traffico (p.297-298)
Mercoledi 6 Vocabolario preliminare: il Manuale p. 185 #B ; p.186 #C
traffico (p.297-298) Studiare vocabolario preliminare:
Pratica orale il traffico (p.297-298)
Ascolto (p.299) Leggere Condizionale presente
(p.300-301)
Venerdi 8 Condizionale presente (p.300- Manuale p. P. 187 #A, p. 188 #B
301) Studiare condizionale presente
Pratica orale (p.300-301)
Leggere Dovere, potere, volere al
condizionale (p.302-303)
Lunedi 11 Dovere, potere, volere al Manuale p.188-189 #A, 189 #C
condizionale (p.302-303) Studiare Dovere, potere, volere al
Pratica orale condizionale (p.302-303)
Nota culturale : il riciclaggio Leggere condizionale passato
(p.304) (p.305-306)
Mercoledi 13 Il condizionale passato (p.305- Consegnare la prima versione
306) del primo tema
Pratica orale Manuale p. 190-191 #A, p.191
#B
Studiare condizionale passato
(p.305-306)
Venerdi 15 Ancora sul condizionale. Manuale p.191-192 #C
Esercizi in classe Ripassare il condizionale (p. 300-
Lettura: In Abruzzo e in Molise 301, 302-303, 305-306)
(p.312) Leggere pronomi possessivi
(p.308-309)
Rileggere p. 312 e fare sul testo
p. 313 (capire)
Lunedi 18 Pronomi possessivi (p.308-309) Manuale p. 192 #A, p.193 #B
Pratica orale Studiare pronomi possessivi
(p-308-309)
Ripassare aggettivi possessivi (p.
78-79)
Mercoledi 20 Ripasso aggettivi possessivi Manuale p. 196-1 9 7 ( At t
(p.78-79) e pronomi possessivi
(p-308-309)
Pratica orale
Venerdi 22 Video : Non ho un soldo! (p.364) | Studiar e ped | ' es
RipassoperI’ e s a me
Lunedi 25 ESAME CAP.13 Leggere recenzione sul film
Mercoledi 27 Film: Pane e tulipani
Venerdi 29 Film: Pane e tulipani

Lunedi 3 marzo

Discussione sul film

Studiare vocabolario preliminare:
La musica (p.317-318); alcuni
strumenti musicali e generi
musicali (p.318)




Consegna scheda da completare
sul film (prima versione da
consegnare il 17 marzo)

Cap.14: Lamusicace il
palcoscenico

Mercoledi 5 Correzione del | Studiare vocabolario
Vocabolario preliminare : La preliminare : La musica (p.317-
musica (p.317-318); alcuni 318); alcuni strumenti musicali e
strumenti musicali e generi generi musicali (p.318)
musicali (p.318) Leggere vocabolario: Il teatro
Pratica orale (p.318)
Venerdi 7 Vocabolario preliminare : 1l Manuale p. 199 #A, p. 200 #B
teatro (p.318) Studiare vocabolario
Pratica orale preliminare : Il teatro (p.318)
Nota culturale: Il festival di San Leggere Pronomi relativi (p.320-
Remo (p.324) 321)
Lunedi 10 Pronomi relativi (p.320-321) e Manuale p. 201 #B, p. 202-203
Chi (p.323) #A
Pratica orale Studiare pronomi relativi (p.320-
321) e chi (p.323)
Leggerecost ruzi oni
(p.325-326)
Mercoledi 12 Costruzioni c o 1 Manuale p. 204 #A, B
326) Studiare Costruzioni con
Pratica orale Il i nfin3d28o (p.
Ascolto (p.319) Leggere Nomi e aggettivi in —a
(p.327-328)
Venerdi 14 Nomi e aggettivi in —a (p.327- Consegna della prima versione
328) della scheda del film
Pratica orale Manuale p. 206 #B
Lettura: In Liguria (p.330) Studiare Nomi e aggettivi in —a
(p.327-328)
Rileggere p.330 e fare sul testo
p.331 (capire)
Lunedi 17 Video: Beati i primi! (p.332) Studi are per |’
Ri passo per | ' ¢
Mercoledi 19 Esame cap.14 Leggere Vocabolario: Arte,

letteratura e archeologia (p.335-
336)

Venerdi 217 Domenica 30

Vacanze di primavera

Cap.15: Quando nacque Dante?

Lunedi 31

Correzione esame
Vocabolario: Arte, letteratura e
archeologia (p.335-336)
Pratica orale

Studiare Vocabolario: Arte,
letteratura e archeologia (p.335-
336)

Leggere passato remoto dei verbi
regolari p. 338-339

Leggere Vocabolario:Artisti e
letterati, Periodi della storia e
del | "arte itali




la scrittura (p.336)

Mercoledi 2 aprile

Vocabolario:Artisti e letterati,
Periodi del | a
italiana, la letteratura e la scrittura
(p.336) — pratica orale.

Passato remoto dei verbi regolari
(p.338-339)

q

Manuale p. 212 #C, ditto.
Studiare Artisti e letterati,
Periodi dell a
italiana, la letteratura e la scrittura
(p-336) e passato remoto dei verbi
regolari (p.338-339)

Leggere passato remoto dei verbi
irregolari (p.339-340)

q

Venerdi 4 Passato remoto dei verbi Manuale p.214 #A; p.216 #E
irregolari ( p.339-340) Studiare Passato remoto dei verbi
Pratica orale irregolari ( p.339-340)
Ascolto (p.338) Consegna versione definitiva
della scheda del film
Lunedi 7 Passato remoto vs. imperfetto Manuale p.216 #F;
(ditto) — pratica orale Studiare Passato remoto vs.
Lettura: Dante e le sue opere imperfetto (ditto)
(p.345) Leggere Numeri ordinali (p.342-
343)
Mercoledi 9 Numeri ordinali (p.342-343) — Manuale p.217 #A, B
pratica orale Studiare Numeri ordinali (p.342-
Lettura: In Toscana (p.349-350) 343)
Leggere volerci vs. Metterci
p.346
Rileggere p. 349 e fare sul testo
p. 350 (capire)
Venerdi 11 Volerci vs. Metterci (p.346) - Manuale p.218 #A, B
pratica orale — Studiare volerci vs. Metterci
Esercizio a coppie: Testo p.347 (p.346)
#C
Lunedi 14 Video: Firenze davedere (p.351) | St udi are per |’
Ri passo per | ' ¢
Mercoledi 16 ESAME CAP.15
Venerdi 18 Interviste orali
Lunedi 21 Interviste orali
Mercoledi 23 Interviste orali
Venerdi 25 Interviste orali
Lunedi 28 Ri pass o (iealescritto ¢ Studiare per gli esami
Mercoledi 30 Ri passo per | ' ¢ Studiare per gli esami
Venerdi 2 maggio Esame finale orale Studi are per |

Mercoledi 7 maggio

Esame finale scritto
19:00-21:00 (luogo da precisare)




Essay Correction Code (Italian)

Art:
G:

N:
Place:
Prep:
Sv:

T:
Nag:
Inf.:
Spe:

add or change article: il, la, wun

wrong gender assigned, change to masculine or feminine.

incorrect number assigned: make a singular plural or vice versa.
word or phrase is not placed correctly in the sentence.

add or change a preposition: a, di, da, per, etc.

subject-verb agreement is faulty in some way.

wrong tense.

noun-adjective agreement is faulty in some way (ex ragazza  simpatico)
change conjugated verb to an infinitive.

spelling error.

Lexical or dictionary errors, rephrase, add or choose another word or expression.

check the possessive. The possessive is faulty in some way.
add or change the auxiliary (ex ho andato = sono andato)

no sense could be made of the underline phrase, reword in some way.
combine two or more elements into a singleword. A+ i | = al
eliminate scratched-out letters or words.

leave space between words.

Nicely done!!!

something is missing.

et

Cc ...



